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The military base cleanup :
There are 529 suspecied taxic waste skes being kivestigated or .
clsaned up at 81 active mitary installations in Florida, .
Stages of cleanup Compists  Undar way
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Sita Investigation : 257 1y
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Remedial Investigation 39 188
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‘Cleanup stalled in ‘study’ phase

N From Page }

Qut of 17.482 possible waste sites
at 1,855 installations, including 89
Superfund sites, fewer than 300
have been cleaned.

“There are a lot of sites where
they're dragging their feet,” said

Lenny Siegel, a researcher for the -

Boston-based National Toxics Cam-
paign Fund.

Siegel coauthored a study pub-
lished in March that was critical of
the cleanup program. He said the
military continues to operate with
little public input and that environ-
mental cleanup is not a4 high priori-
ty at many bases.

“There are a lot of old-line s0l-
diars who don't view environmental
protection as one of their priority
missions. You don’t get a medal of
henor for not polluting.” Slegel said.

Pentagon officials disagree.

Kevin Doxey, director of the De-
fense Environmental Restoration
Program, said the cleanup is a high
priority with Secretary of Defensse
Dick Cheney, and that emphasis fil-
ters down to the front lines.

“Although it's an oddity for the
military mind-set, it's one [izssue]
that definitely hesa the gecretary’'s
attention,” Doxey said. “We're train-
Ing our senior leaders to be aware
of environmental issues and devel-
op an environmental ethic."

The fact that congressional ap-
propriations for the cleanup have
grown from $150 million in 1984 to
51.1 billion this year proves the mil-
itary is serious about its environ-
mental mission, he said. .-

Thus {ar. taxpayers have shelled

out almost $4 billion. much of which
went to private contractors to con-
duct studies of the conteminated
sites. -

Pentagon officlals say another
$30 billlon will be needed to finish
the job. That's $10 billion mmore than
the nation spent to put a man on the
moon in the 1960s Apollo program.
Florida environmental offictals esti-
mate the cost 1o clean up state sites
will be at least $200 milllon.

The program, similar in scope

and complexity to the scandal-
plagued federal Superfund pro-
gram, is not without its own prob-
lerns. .
Last year, DOD investigators
found the cleanup burdened by.a
cumbersome, fragmented byreau-
cracy. The report, written by the
DOD Inspector general's office, de-
scribed the-program as lacking dl-
rection and said there was little
coordination among the military
services and environmental agen-
cies oversseing the cleanup.

A central Pentagon office sets

overall policy for the program, but
cleanup decisions and contracting
are handled at each base,

The report wamed that the pro-
gram's technical complexity and
heavy reliance on contractors made
it highly susceptible 10 waste, mis-
management and inetficiency.

Doxey said many of the prob-
lems identified in the report have
been ironed out

But he acknowledgeyd he Is frus.
trated because the clesnup is mov-.
Ing so0 slowly. Part of the probiem,
he snid, is the inability of state mnd .
federal environmental agencies to
keep pace. The agencies must re-
view environmental dats and ap-
prove cleanup plans during each
phase of a site investigation.

One environmental study can_
cost up to $1 million and take two

. or three years to complete, he said.

“I think one of the concerns we



4o have 1§ 1is constant smgeno( Thages Oave proce
studying.” Doxey said. «We have 10 All of the 15 major Fiorida pases

get out of the study mode and get may end up on the Supertund dist.
on wilh the cleanup.” he said. \
Environmental officials say At one of the. pation’s worst
they're doing the best they cAn. ~ypg  sites, the Jefferson round
going 10 take years. We get a docu- in Indiana, military officials say
ment lo from EPA that's 1,500 pag- (ney need at Jeast $3 billlen 10 rda
ey, we can’t review it overnight,” 100-5quare—mil¢ area of unexploded
sald Eric Nuzie, the tederal facill- ordnance, asbestos, toxic solvents,
fies coordinator for the Florida De- radioactive depris from ant-tank
partment of Environmental weapons, pesucides and other pollu-
Reguladon. tion. .
Doxey said Dis biggest concer Researcher Siegel said Congress
s what will happen in the mid- must invest more money, more
| 1gg0s, when cleanup plans have quickly. .
peen devised for thousands of cob- “There's just no way they're: 20~
. ing to get it done well and so0n With
wnere may not pe enough firms the current funding.”’ he said. )11
to do all this work If that's the case, YOU don't clean up now, it spreads.
we may bave (o choose which ones 1t E€8 worse.” .
we want to do.” - ‘At MacDIIL jet fuel floats across
The military’s gosl, Doxey sald, 8¢TeS of underground Water. poliut-
is for each site to be In the cleadup ants seep from at least five landfills
phase by the year 2000. In cases 8nd Bigh leveis of nitrates pave .ap-
where groundwnter connmlnadon peared {n test wells oo a goif
is widespread. the cleanup could course. Cleanup, including treadng
\ast for years while the water s ground water and purning contami-
pumped {rom tne ground sod treat- nated soll, has. begua at some sites,
, while others are still being invest-
“The communities Are con- BAWd. :
cerned, and they snouid pe,” Doxey Al Austin, 2 Tampa developer
sald, “We're concerned 100 We Wwho ls chaiyman of & civic group
waat to get out of this business in 10 that tried ynsuccesstully 1o keep'the
years.” R F-16 fighter wing at MacDill, said
The Corps of Engineers & work- Alr Force otfictals assured him jast
ing along paralel lines, Toe Corps week the pase. would be tree of pol-
is looking into P@b‘ﬁ po““m at lution bY 1994. That's when Ithe
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dex of World Wer 11 history in Flor- tile orgagic compounds s¢eP
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Brooksville Army Aif Fleld, Dunnel- dumps used since the 19408
lon Army Alr Fleld, Hlllsborough As late as 1984 at Homestéad,
Alr Fleld. (also known as Hen- federal Drug Enforcement Adminis-
derson Fleld, 10 North Tampa east tration agents dumped ethyl ether.
of Sulphur Springy). Pinellas Army . a toxic golvent, into the ground
Alr Fleld, Williston Municipal Air- while purning drugs they ' had
port snd Zephyrhills Clty Alrport ceized, according fo 8 Defense De-
are among former bases o West partment report Later tests showed
Central Florida. . X - the chemical bad conmmml!ed-me
1a addition o Wortd War II ground water. Now it a Superfund
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